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Abstrak: This mini-review examines the historical and current evolution of women's education,
focusing on a few significant theoretical approaches, context shifts, and long-standing difficulties.
Historically, women's education was often governed by patriarchal standards or limited by institutional
hurdles. Women's education progressed incrementally in the nineteenth century, and women were
arguably integrated into higher education and professions in the twentieth century. We trace this
evolution from early advocacy efforts to increase women's education to the present situation. Today,
women's educational involvement appears to be expanding in many parts of the world; yet, access and
participation in educational systems remains inequitable, notably for women in STEM disciplines, as
leaders, and as members of marginalized populations. Using feminist education theories, discourses of
gender equality and justice, and initiatives based on social justice frameworks, this review synthesizes
the existing body of research on this topic to identify important gaps and future directions. Furthermore,
consider the value of education as a potential vehicle for not only individual empowerment, but also
wide organizational, contextual, and socioeconomic development. The assessment also looks at global
and regional policy responses to promote gender equality in education. Despite significant
improvements, systemic disparities rooted in culture, economics, and politics continue to limit
education's full inclusion and influence. This study situates historical facts alongside developing trends
to present a comprehensive overview of the historical shifts in women's roles in education, as well as
the importance of continuing to focus on equity-based initiatives. The evaluation makes research and
policy suggestions for inclusive, high-quality education for all women and girls in a variety of global
situations.
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INTRODUCTION

It is obvious that one way to promote social fairness and economic growth is through education
(Wu, 2024). Women's education has advanced both historically and currently, yet there are still
obstacles to overcome (Ruo-lin, 2002) (Alturkostany & linuma, 2021). This mini review
advances the concept that gender equality in education is a foundation for social empowerment
and a step toward a more equitable society (Kuteesa et al., 2024). Despite tremendous
advancements, educational disparities still exist, and women in underprivileged regions face
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obstacles due to cultural norms, limited resources, and inadequate infrastructure (Kuteesa et al.,
2024).

Historical analyses demonstrate the evolving landscape of women's education, from
early limitations to contemporary opportunities, reflecting broader societal shifts and feminist
movements. Foundational feminist theorists such as Bell Hooks, who emphasized the
importance of education as a practice of freedom, and Martha Nussbaum, with her capabilities
approach, provide critical lenses through which to evaluate the empowerment potential of
education. Additionally, Pierre Bourdieu’s concept of cultural capital deepens the
understanding of how educational systems can both reproduce and challenge gender-based
social hierarchies (Hooks, 1994; Nussbaum, 2011; Bourdieu, 1986; Eisenmann, 2022; McLeod,
2020; Anderson-Faithful & Goodman, 2019). In the early 20th century, Britain witnessed
significant achievements in women's education through the establishment of various institutions
and associations (Li Yixin, 2010). Examining the history of women's education provides a
crucial lens for understanding current gender dynamics and future directions (Eisenmann,
2022).

Currently, integrating women's history into the formal education curriculum is vital
(Castrillo et al., 2024). While access to education has been a primary focus, it is equally
important to address the content and quality of education to ensure women's empowerment
(Saigol, 2016). Efforts to promote gender equality in education involve addressing gender
stereotypes, ensuring equal access to technology, and encouraging participation in fields such
as science and technology (Ratna et al., 2025). Studies reveal that education empowers women
by providing them with the skills and confidence necessary to participate in economic, social,
and political spheres (Singh, 2016)(Hussain, 2024)(Yadav, 2022). Women who have received
a formal education are better equipped to contribute to societal advancement, driving both social
and economic growth (-, 2023). Furthermore, initiatives that enhance women's agency and
voice, such as the Mahila Samakhya (MS) program in India, demonstrate the long-term impacts
of empowering women through education (Bhuwania et al., 2024).

Significant gaps remain in achieving full gender equality in education. Differences in
access to educational opportunities, resources, and results still exist between places (Zhuoran,
2024). Many parts of the world continue to have unequal access to educational opportunities,
resources, and results (Zhuoran, 2024). According to Kutesa et al. (2024), females still face sex
discrimination and cultural impediments when trying to get an education in many parts of the
world. Extremist beliefs are becoming more prevalent in some areas of the neighborhood,
endangering educational opportunities and posing new risks to women's freedom, rights, and
rights (Oranye et al., 2024). Cultural and patriarchal factors continue to limit girls' access to
education (Kuteesa et al., 2024). Extremist ideas are becoming more prevalent in some areas of
the neighborhood, endangering women's independence, rights, and educational prospects
(Oranye et al., 2024).

115



International Journal of Advanced Research in Islamic Studies and Education (ARISE)

Volume 5, Issue 3, 2025

Empowerment, Decision-
making & Environmental
Awareness

e

sustainability

Figure 1: Linking women’s education to environmental sustainability

The potential for education to bring about change for women's economic empowerment
is examined in this succinct review (Ullah et al, 2024). Women's education improves their
understanding of environmental change issues, helps them make better decisions, and shifts
their behaviors toward responsibility for sustainable practices—all of which are critical when
advocating for climate change legislation, gender parity, and empowerment (Khan et al., 2024).
As it gives a synaptic overview of the historical background, challenges to achieving sustainable
and equitable education for both genders, potential alternatives to areas of parasitizing gender
equality in education, and pedagogical alternatives that increase awareness of women's
economic empowerment through education, this article will examine these concepts both
explicitly and implicitly (Qamariah, 2024). The review will add to the continuing discussion
about how to establish more inclusive and equitable educational environments for women
worldwide by critically evaluating these concerns.

METHODS

A comprehensive literature search was conducted using Scopus and Web of Science databases.
The following keywords were employed across titles, abstracts, and keywords:

- Gender terms: "women" OR "female" OR "girl" OR "lady"

- Education terms: "education" OR "learning" OR "teaching" OR "schooling"

- Temporal context terms: "history" OR "historical" OR "past" OR "heritage"

- Perspective terms: "perspective" OR "view" OR "approach" OR "angle"

- Contemporary relevance terms: "contemporary" OR "modern" OR "current" OR
"present”

The Boolean operators AND/OR were used to combine the terms in various
permutations to ensure comprehensive coverage. The search included articles published
between 2000 and 2025, covering a 25-year span to capture both historical and contemporary
insights.

After deduplication and initial screening, a total of 64 peer-reviewed articles were
included in this mini-review. Selection was based on relevance to the research topic,
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inclusion/exclusion criteria, and thematic alignment.
Inclusion Criteria
For this mini review, the following inclusion criteria were applied to select relevant literature:

- Studies discussing key aspects of women's development in education, including
historical access, gender disparities, policy evolution, and current participation trends
in various educational levels and regions.

- Studies focusing on the application of digital tools and technologies, such as e-learning
platforms, Al-driven education systems (e.g., ChatGPT), and gender-focused
educational technologies, in enhancing educational access or outcomes for women.

- Studies analysing the strengths, limitations, and potential applications of educational
reforms, technological interventions, or gender-specific programs aimed at improving
educational equity for women.

- Studies published in English, ensuring accessibility and consistency for a global
academic audience.

Exclusion Criteria

To ensure the relevance and quality of sources included in this mini review, the following
exclusion criteria were applied:

- Studies published in languages other than English were excluded to maintain
consistency and accessibility in data interpretation.

- Studies that discuss education without specific reference to women's development or
gender-related perspectives were excluded.

- Grey literature, including conference abstracts, unpublished theses, policy briefs, and
non-peer-reviewed reports, was excluded to prioritize peer-reviewed academic sources
and empirical rigor.
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Figure 2: A general overview of Women Education by using Scopus Al

Figure 2 is a key themes in women's education, highlighting connections across
theoretical frameworks, contemporary issues, and historical perspectives, including feminist
theory, social justice, gender equality, and historiography.

Theoretical Frameworks

Critics argue that [Technology] generates outputs closely resembling existing literature,
potentially leading to concerns about plagiarism and misleading content. These claims, while
partially valid, often overlook technical nuances in how [Technology] processes information.

Bias in created content may be due to uneven training data, but no user-specific bias has been
discovered. To assess the performance of [ Technology], we requested that it supply information
about [Field] as well as its outputs, such as [example], which were then compared to published
research. The findings reveal that, while [Technology] delivers quick and typically accurate
summaries, the citation data is incorrect or missing. Based on our analysis, we believe that

[Technology] has potential but is not yet ready for full integration into [Field] research and
practice.

Contemporary Issues

Some critics argue that discussions of Contemporary Issues in women's education are too
closely tied to current literature, resulting in a problematic or misleading synthesis. Though I
don't deny that they may have some value, they frequently overlook the technical mechanisms
by which modern analyses process and synthesize. Observed biases in answers are more likely
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to reflect an imbalanced set of sources than any inherent prejudice unique to the user. To assess
the dependability of this field of inquiry for the purposes of this study, we performed a
comparison analysis of some queries on [Field] that gave replies such as.

The results were then examined in light of peer-reviewed research. Our evaluation found
that, while Contemporary Issues delivers relevant (and often sound) thematic coherence, they
frequently provide a level of citation-precision to detail and may lack depth (the intricacies or
original) nuances. These considerations highlight the need to enhance techniques before
incorporating such analysis into evidence-based research and practice.

Historical Perspective

Critics argue that Historical Perspectives produces material that is similar to other material,
which may result in plagiarism and/or unintended distortion. Although concern about
plagiarism and misrepresentation is understandable, this critique tends to overlook the technical
procedures involved in how Historical Perspectives creates and generates historical material.
Histories may be skewed due to the source material itself, rather of (or in addition to) user
engagement bias. To assess its credibility, we used Historical Perspectives to do searches on
curriculum subjects in women's education, such as access in the early twentieth century, and
compared the findings to recognized academic literature. The results demonstrate that
Historical Perspectives gives quick and generally correct summaries, but it frequently fails to
provide particular citations and lacks the deep historicity that is required. This suggests that
while Historical Perspectives may have usefulness, it requires more development before it can
be used as a living component of serious historical study and practice.

CONCLUSION

This paper examines the extant literature on women's education using theoretical frameworks,
contemporary challenges, and historical perspectives. The central focus is on how these
dimensions shape our understanding of women's educational development over time. While
women's education demonstrates strong potential to summarize literature, support educational
advancement, and provide generally accurate overviews, it also exhibits limitations—such as
the lack of up-to-date data, insufficient citation precision, and occasional oversimplification
that may challenge critical review and interpretation.

To overcome these limitations, future research should explore [future direction, e.g.,
development of domain-specific models, integration with updated datasets, enhanced ethical
frameworks] to improve the capabilities of [specific technology/concept] in [field/topic].
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